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Note 

Jasminum longipetalum King & Gamble (Oleaceae), and its occurrence in Queensland, 

Australia 


Jasminum longipetalum King & Gamble has 
not been recognised from Queensland in recent 
times (Forster 1994; Harris 1997,2002), although 
Green (1984) included it in his revision of the 
Australian taxa in the genus, citing a single 
collection at MEL from 1886 collected by Sinclair 
on Thursday Island in Torres Strait. For some 
time, the existence of an unidentified Jasminum 
on Cape York Peninsula has been recognised at 
BRI as Jasminum sp. (Jardine River L.J.Brass 
18869) (Forster unpubl. notes Nov. 1995). 
Although several fruiting collections existed at 
BRI, no flowering material was known, hence 
its true identity remained unresolved. 
Examination of recent herbarium collections at 
QRS revealed a single flowering collection of 
this taxon. This enabled confirmation that the 
various populations of the taxon on Cape York 
Peninsula are in fact J. longipetalum in the 
broad sense. 

A comprehensive description of 
Jasminum longipetalum, together with a key 
that distinguishes it from the other Australian 
species, can be found in Green (1984). The 
Australian material does differ from that found 
in New Guinea in having considerably longer 
calyx lobes (3-7 mm long, versus < 2 mm long), 
but otherwise appears essentially the same. 
Further flowering material of the Australian 
populations are now required to determine if 
they are worthy of subspecific status under 
J. longipetalum. 

Jasminum longipetalum King & Gamble, 
J. Asiat. Soc. Bengal 74:262 (1906). Type: 
Malaysia: Perak, King's Collector2165 & 
6005 (isosyn: K, n.v.); Singapore, Ridley 
10937 (isosyn: K, n.v.). 

Jasminum dolichopetalum Merr. & Rolfe, 
Philipp. J. Sci. 3: 120 (1908). Type: 
Philippines. Luzon, Ramos Bur. Sci. 995 
(iso: K, n.v.). 

Jasminum tumeri C.T.White, Proc. Linn. Soc. 
New South Wales, 51:297, tab. 17 (1926). 


Type: Papua New Guinea. Rigo Valley, 
1924, R. Lister Turner a (holo: BRI 
[AQ279445]; iso: Kn.v.). 

Jasminum pseudoanastomosans Lingelsh., 
Bot. Jahrb. Syst. 61:20 (1927). Type: Papua 
New Guinea, bei der Djamu - Klamm, 30 
September 1907, R.Schlechter 16601 a 
(isosyn: BRI; K n.v.). West Papua. 
Mamberamo, 7 September 1914, 
A.C.Thomsen 857 (isosyn: n.v.). 

Jasminum sp. (Jardine River, L.J.Brass 18869) 
(Forster 1994; Harris 1997,2002) 

Specimens examined (all BRI, unless cited 
otherwise; ^fruiting, a flowering). Papua New 
Guinea. Milne Bay Province: Fife Bay, Nov 1930, Lister 
Turner 115 a . Western Province: Lower Fly River, east 
bank opp. Sturt Is., Oct 1936, Brass 8000 a . Central 
Province: Port Moresby, Dec 1925, Brass 880 a ; Kwikila, 
Rigo subdist., 9°50’S, 147°45’E, Aug 1967, Streimann 
& Kairo NGF30795 a ; Brown River road, 16 miles [26.6 
km] from Port Moresby, 9°23’S, 147°15’E, Feb 1964, 
Womersley NGF19113. Morobe Province: Nadzab 
airstrip, N of Lae, 6°35’S, 146°45’E, Sep 1963, van 
Royen NGF16489. West Sepik Province: along Pieni 
River near Walwali village, Aitape subdistrict, Jul 1961, 
Darbyshire & Hoogland 8063 a . East Sepik Province: 
lower slopes of Suba, around Gahom, 4°39’S, 142°44’E, 
Sep 1990, Takeuchi 6678. Australia. Cook District: 
Jardine River, May 1948, Brass 18869; 3.3 km W of 
the beach on the track from Starke Station to the 
mouth of the Mclvor River, 15°06’S, 145°13’E, Feb 
1984, Clarkson 5178*; 3.5 km E of the Hopevale to 
Starke road on the track to the mouth of the Mclvor 
River, 15°04’S, 145°09’E, Jul 1985, Clarkson 5984; 
8.8 km S of the new road turnoff to the Jardine Ferry 
on the Telegraph Line road, c. 2 km N of Sailor Creek, 
11°31’S, 142°26’E, Mar 1992, Clarkson 9288 & 
Neldner*; 6 km SSE of Jardine River mouth, Starke 
Pastoral Holding, 14°42’S, 144°57’E, Oct 1992, Fell 
DGF2646 & Stanton ; Silver Plains, E of Scrubby Creek 
crossing, E fall of Mcllwraith Range, 13°43’S, 
143°29’E, Jun 1995, Forster PIF17007*; Bolt Head, 
12°15’S, 143°05’E, Jun 1996, Gray 6848 (QRS); cult. 
QRS Arboretum, Atherton, Jan 1999, Gray 7417* 
(QRS); cult. QRS Arboretum, Atherton, Jan 2000, Gray 
7741 a (QRS); off Nesbit River road, Silver Plains, 
13°46’S, 143°29’E, Sep 1999, Holmes 108 (QRS); 8.8 
km S of New Road turnoff, on Peninsula Development 
road, near microwave tower, 11°32’S, 142°26’E, Mar 
1992, Johnson 5076*; Turtle Head Island, 10°56’S, 
142°41’E, May 1995, Le Cussan 428; Mouth of Jardine 
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River, 10°56’S, 142°14’E, Feb 1983, Morton AM1786 
& Hiddins; Heathlands, 11°42’S, 142°39’E, Sep 1989, 
Sankowsky 956; Hoop Pine area near Mclvor, Sep 
1960, Smith 11143; 10 km S of Christmas Creek, S of 
Holroyd River, 14°24’S, 141°34’E, Sep 1974, Tracey 
14244; Quin til Beach, N of road from Lockhart River 
settlement, 12°50’S, 143°22’E, Nov 1977, Tracey 
14361; N of Olive River near mouth, 12°07’S, 
143°05’E, Sep 1974, Tracey 14478; 5 miles N of 
crossing on Massey Creek on road between Silver Plains 
Station and Rocky River, 13°50’S, 143°29’E, Oct 1969, 
Webb & Tracey 9724. 

Distribution and habitat : According to Green 
(1984), Jasminum longipetalum is widespread 
in Malesia from Malaysia, the Philippines and 
New Guinea. It has usually been recorded from 
rainforest or open woodland (savannah) 
communities in Queensland where it is 
widespread from Torres Strait, south to the 
Mclvor River. 
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